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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGEN, MOPS, BC, RH 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: DEFINITIVE GOB VERSION OF KAZUNGULA SHOOTOUT 
REF: (A) STATE 65681, (B) GABORONE 739 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . SUMMARY: DURING MARCH 30 CONVERSATION WITH CABINET 
SECRETARY STEENKAMP ON A NUMBER OF TOPICS, DCM ASKED 
HIM WHETHER BDF IS IN HABIT OF TRANSPORTING DISARMED 
GUERRILLAS, EITHER TO ZAMBIA BORDER (AS CLAIMED BY 
GOB FIRST SECRETARY MPOFU IN PARA. 4, REF A) OR TO 
FRANCISTOWN/SELEBI-PIKWE TRANSIT CAMPS. STEENKAMP 
REPLIED THAT ANY GUERRILLAS APPREHENDED AND DISARMED 
BY BDF WERE ALWAYS TAKEN TO TRANSIT CAMPS FOR FIRST 
AVAILABLE FLIGHT NORTH TO LUSAKA. HE THEN PROCEEDED 
TO DESCRIBE THE EVENTS BEFORE AND AFTER KAZUNGULA 
SHOOTOUT IN SOME DETAIL, MUCH OF IT NEW TO US. END 
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SUMMARY. 

2. ON THE MORNING OF THE SHOOTOUT, STEENKAMP SAID, THE 
GUERRILLA BAND HAD SHOT UP A RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCE 
TROOP CARRIER, KILLING 16. KNOWING THEY WOULD BE 
PURSUED, THEY CROSSED INTO BOTSWANA TELLING THE 
INHABITANTS OF A VILLAGE NEAR THE BORDER THAT THEY 
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EXPECTED RHODESIAN RETALIATORY REACTION AND THAT THE 
VILLAGERS SHOULD FLEE TO THE BUSH. WHEN THE BDF, IN 
RESPONSE TO REPORTS OF SIGHTINGS OF WHITE RHODESIAN 
TROOPS, ARRIVED NEAR THE VILLAGE, THEY SPOTTED SMOKE 
COMING FROM THE BUSH. INVESTIGATING, THEY CAME ACROSS 
A GUERRILLA CAMP AND CAPTURED TWO ZAPU GUERRILLAS, 

THE REST HAVING TAKEN TO THE BUSH. THEY ALSO CAPTURED 
A NUMBER OF WEAPONS, INCLUDING A BAZOOKA-TYPE ARM AND 
A LARGE QUANTITY OF AMMUNITION. THE BDF THEN LOADED 
THE TWO DISARMED GUERRILLAS AND THE CAPTURED EQUIPMENT 
ABOARD THE LAND ROVER. THEY PROCEEDED TOWARD KAZUNGULA 
WHERE THEY INTENDED TO INTERN THE TWO GUERRILLAS 
OVER NIGHT AT THE POLICE STATION UNTIL THEY COULD BE 
SHIPPED TO FRANCISTOWN THE FOLGOWING DAY. ON THE WAY, 

AS WE KNOW, THEY RAN INTO THE RHODESIAN AMBUSH. THE 
FOLLOWING DAY, WHEN THE BDF AND GOB OFFICIALS WENT TO 
THE SITE TO RECLAIM THE BODIES, THEY TOOK THE 
PRECAUTION OF PARKING THEIR VEHICLES SOME DISTANCE 
AWAY AND GOING THROUGH THE BUSH. ENROUTE THEY 
DISCOVERED THE SITE OF A SECOND (UNUSED) RHODESIAN 
AMBUSH. 

3. STEENKAMP SAID HE HAS NO DOUBTS WHATSOEVER THAT THE 
RSF HAD ANY ILLUSIONS ABOUT WHAT THEY WERE DOING. HE 
SAID FROM THEIR VANTAGE POINT IT- SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
VERY OBVIOUS THAT THE BDF HAD ARRESTED AND DISARMED 
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THE GUERRILLAS. HE BELIEVES THAT RHODESIAN TEMPERS WERE 
RUNNING SO HIGH THAT THEY WERE WILLING TO KILL ALL THE 
BDF PATROL IN ORDER TO ACCOUNT FOR THE TWO CAPTURED 
GUERRILLAS. (AS IT TURNED OUT, THE TWO CIVILIANS KILLED 
IN THE SHOOTOUT WERE ONE OF THE GUERRILLAS AND ONE OF 
THE BOYS WHO HAD ORIGINALLY REPORTED THE PRESENCE OF 
RHODESIAN TROOPS.) 

4. STEENKAMP SAID THE GOB'S INITIAL COMMUNIQUE 
CONCERNING THE KAZUNGULA SHOOTOUT WAS BASED ON WHAT 
WAS AT THE TIME CONSIDERED TO BE ACCURATE INFORMATION 
(I.E. THAT THE BDF HAD HAD NO CONTACT WITH GUERRILLAS). 
THERE WAS LITTLE TIME AVAILABLE TO CHECK THE FACTS AS 
PRESSURE WAS ON GOB TO ISSUE A TIMELY STATEMENT. 
SUBSEQUENTLY, IT WAS LEARNED THAT THE ORIGINAL POLICE 
REPORT HAD BEEN IN ERROR AND THAT IN FACT THE TWO 
DISARMED GUERRILLAS WERE TRAVELLING IN THE BDF 
VEHICLES AT THE TIME OF THE AMBUSH. THERE WAS 
CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION WITHIN THE GOB WHETHER 

A SUBSEQUENT CORRECTION SHOULD BE ISSUED TO THE FIRST 
COMMUNIQUE; IT WAS DECIDED THAT SUCH ACTION WOULD 
LEAVE THE GOB OPEN TO RHODESIAN CHARGES OF FALSIFYING 
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OR DISTORTING INFORMATION AND THAT IT WAS BETTER TO 
LEAVE WELL ENOUGH ALONE. 

5. STEENKAMP REQUESTED THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION, 
PARTICULARLY CONCERNING THE PRESENCE OF GUERRILLAS 
IN THE BDF VEHICLES, BE KEPT STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT GOB HAD DECIDED NOT TO RELEASE 
IT PUBLICLY. 

6. COMMENT: STF.F.NK AMP'S VERSION OF THE KAZUNGULA 
EVENTS SEEMS TO ACCORD MORE CLOSELY WITH THE HAWKINS 
VERSION AS REPORTED IN REF B. THERE IS NOTHING IN 

WHAT WE WERE TOLD BY STEENKAMP WHICH WOULD NEGATE OUR 
ANALYSIS GIVEN IN REF B; ON THE CONTRARY, IT WOULD SEEM 
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TO BEAR OUT JUDGMENT THAT THE RSF TENDS TO CONSIDER 
TRANSPORTATION OF DISARMED GUERRILLAS AS A FORM OF 
COLLABORATION WHICH, IF THE SITUATION DEMANDS IT, IS 
SEEN TO JUSTIFY ARMED ACTION AGAINST THE BDF. IF SO, 
STEENKAMP'S FEELING THAT THE RHODESIANS ARE UNREPENTANT 
AND QUITE LIKELY TO ENGAGE IN FURTHER AGREESION 
AGAINST THE BDF UNDER SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES, APPEARS 
TO BE WELL MERITED. 
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